Pretest for Research Assessment and Citation Analysis
Download this document and add your answers, then save it, and attach it to an email message, send to: eleanorsmihmls@gmail.com
Please answer these questions to the best of your ability, but don’t agonize over them.  I’m just trying to get a picture of what you know about some of the topics in this module.  It’s OK if you don’t know the answers now—you will after you finish learning about Research Assessment and Citation analysis!
1. The discipline of education is very diverse.  Below is a list of some of the kinds of research or scholarly work done in education.  Can you brainstorm and add a couple more examples to this list?

a. Experiment comparing two teaching activities.

b. Qualitative examination of pre-service teacher beliefs.

c. Propose a new theory or model.

d. Summarize “best practices” for using a method.

e. Statistical analysis to find correlations using Dept. of Education data.

f. …

g. …

2. All scholarly work can contribute to the development of a discipline. But some kinds of scholarly work seem to have more potential than others to make a major contribution to a research topic.  From the above list, identify one or two examples that you think have this tendency, and explain why, in a few words. 

3. What is a citation:
4. List three reasons why you might cite an article in a paper you are writing:

a.
b.

c.

5. What is citation analysis? And what is it used for?

6. List one reason or assumption that shows that citation analysis is useful and valid:

7. List one potential shortcoming or problem with using citation analysis:

8. Circle, mark, or highlight all the items below that contain citation data:

a.  ERIC

b. Google Scholar

c. Wiley publisher web site

d. Education Abstracts

e. Web of Science

f. JSTOR

g. Social Science Citation Index

h. PsycInfo

9. Of the sources listed above, which one or two do you think would be most useful for your research?

10. Compare and contrast these two databases by matching each feature with the database.  Some questions may have more than one answer.
WS for Web of Science       GS for Google Scholar



____ Interdisciplinary subject coverage



____Covers primarily journal articles



____Covers many types of documents, including books



____Lets you view the bibliographies of papers 

____Lets you sort results by the number of times articles are cited 

____Lets you view a list of resources that all cite an article 

____Has sophisticated analysis functions

11. Read the research question below and identify the major concepts and organize them into a search statement with the proper use of AND and OR:
I am interested in finding out more about inquiry-based learning or problem-based learning and how they might be integrated or used somehow with teaching information literacy skills.
12. I’m interested in researching information literacy.  How do I ‘tell’ the database that I only want results with this exact phrase?

13. I’m interested in studying the use of scaffolding in designing online instruction and I want to make sure that I find all the results for different word endings, e.g., scaffold, scaffolding, etc.  What do I type into the search box?
14. I searched my topic in Web of Science and then sorted my results by times cited.  The three most cited articles are described below.  For each article, suggest a reason why the work is cited so many times.

a. A fairly recent review article.

b. An older work by a well-known author.

c. A paper about a research method.

15. Have you searched the Web of Science database?  ___Yes ____No
16. Circle, highlight, or mark all the features that you’ve used in Web of Science.

a. I searched for articles about a specific topic.
b. I looked at the bibliography of an article online.

c. I had the database sort results by times cited to find the top-cited articles.

d. I looked at a list of articles that cited a specific paper.

e. I used the Analyze function to find the most common journals that publish papers in my subject.

f. I limited by document type to find review articles.
17. What is an impact factor?

18. How do you find impact factors?

a. Web of Science

b. Social Science Factors

c. Journal Citation Reports

d. Trends in Education Research

e. I don’t know.

